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Reader's’ 
RESPONSE 


This is to express my appreciation for the issue 
of August 25. I am positive that God directed 
Rev. A. B. Dixon’s article “Government.” It has 
done more for me than words could. ever express. 
I have enjoyed the Evangel so much of late 
and it has helped me to get back into the 
straight and narrow path. May there be more 
issues like this one. —DOROTHY BISHOP 
Brooksville, Fla. 


I am writing about the omission of pastor 
James N. Layne’s name from my write-up in the 
July 14 issue of the Evangel. 

Since the Minneapolis Church was featured on 
the cover of the Evangel and a rather full account 
was included in my report on pages 6 and 7, 
I deeply regret failing to mention Brother Layne’s 
name as being the pastor. Brother Layne is from 
the North Chattanooga Church and has traveled 
quite extensively in evangelistic and» youth work. 
Many of his friends would have enjoyed reading 
of his success. —W. J. BROWN 


Overseer 
Wausau, Wis. ~ 


I have been getting the Evangel for about 2 
months. It can be of great assistance to anyone, 
especially a person who is in the Armed Forces of our 
country. I really enjoy reading the material it con- 
tains. —PVT. CHARLES L. WEEKS 
Ft. Bliss, Texas 


I’ve missed your wonderful editorials the past 
few issues. I have enjoyed them very much and 
have gained a lot of wisdom and knowledge from 
reading them each week. Please continue them, 

le. 
sony. enjoyed the recent prophetic 
articles by Vv. yde C. Cox. 
I appreciate so much the ministers in the Church 


of God who are endowed with such God-given 
talents as Brother Cox, who writes such good 
articles in a layman’s language so that they are 
easily understood. I hope and pray that we will 
see more articles of instruction in the Evangel. 
In my opinion, we could do with less articles from 
pastors on their local work, and more articles of 
instruction in the Bible for the membership. I 
think that the average laymen is sorely lacking 
in knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. I also think 
that the ministers and the Church of God officials 
are responsible for this sad lack of such knowledge. 
We see and hear much about Y.P.E. study courses, 
social activities, etc. but how we need to have 
Bible study! —LILLIAN A. BROICHHAUS 
East St. Louis, Ill. 
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3 Special Jlotices ... 








Will all wives, parents, relatives or friends of service- 
men stationed in Germany or neighboring countries, 
please send me their names and addresses immediate- 
ly? I will contact these men concerning a religious 
conference that will be held during the Thanksgiving 
holidays. We have hundreds of Church of God boys 
with the U. S. Forces in Germany and adjoining 


countries. We plan to have this gathering for them 


and their families at Thanksgiving time. Please con- 
tact me immediately. It will also be well to write to 
the servicemen, telling them about the conference 
at the Germany Bible Seminary in Krehwinkel-Schorn- 
dorf, Wurttbg., Germany, November 27-30. 
—E. Lamar McDaniel 
Krehwinkel-Schorndorf 
Wurttbg., Germany 








The pastor of the Wheatland, Wyoming, Church of 
God has begun services in Torrington. Anyone who 
has friends or relatives in that vicinity, please contact 
Rev. Ollie Parsons, 809 N. 14th Street, Wheatland, 
Wyoming. 

We are beginning a new work in Laramie, Wyoming, 
home of the University of Wyoming. Anyone who has 
friends or relatives in that city, contact Mrs. Hazel 
Rexroth, in care of Cathedral Home, Laramie, Wyo- 
ming. C. W. Batson 

Overseer 


I have written a booklet about my recent trip to 
the Holy Land entitled “Touring the Bible Lands With 
the Full Gospel.” I have also written one about my 
life and the conversion of my Jewish husband entitled, 
“I Married a Hebrew and Won Him to Christ.” These 
books may be obtained by writing Mrs. Bernard Stan- 
sky, 2713 Garvin Road, Huntsville, Alabama. The first 
book sells for 75 cents and the second book for 50 
cents or both for one dollar. 


TO LICENSED MINISTERS, 
EVANGELISTS AND EXHORTERS 


Your present license will expire December 31, 1958. 
You should send in your license now for renewal. 
General Secretary-Treasurer 
1080 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Over 800 S & H coupon books have been received at 
the Home for Children. A new Oldsmobile Station 
Wagon will be given to the Home when we receive 
1,100 books. We need these coupons by December 15. 
Thanks to all who have helped and will help us in 
this project. —Cecil Bridges 

Superintendent 


ENROLLMENT UP AT NORTHWEST BIBLE COLLEGE 
YET 
A SPECIAL OFFER IS AFFORDED YOU 


(November 24 is the date) 


Northwest Bible College in Minot, North Dakota, is 
enjoying one of the largest enrollments for the first 
quarter that it has seen in a number of years. There 
is also a fine prospect for a good number to enter at 
the beginning of the winter quarter which opens 
November 24. 

In addition to a two-year Junior College the school 
also offers a three-year ministerial course. One of the 
very important advantages in attending the college in 
Minot is that the opportunities for employment in 
the city have been exceptional. Any student who really 
desires to do so may do required work in the college 
in the morning hours and pursue secular employment 
in the afternoons and evenings. 

In addition, the college offers this year a work 
scholarship to cover the tuition for the two remaining 
quarters. 

Students interested in enrolling for the winter term 
should contact the Registrar at Northwest Bible Col- 
lege immediately. Be certain to mention the work- 
scholarship, if it is desired. 

—L. O. Vaught, B.A., M.A. 
Vice-President 


NOTE: I wish to add my sentiments to what the 
Vice-President, Rev. Vaught, has stated, which cer- 
tainly sets forth a great opportunity for anyone who 
is interested in furthering his education, and espe- 
cially for those who plan to enter the ministry. 

The Northwest Bible College has a well-balanced 
course of study, including a good Music Department 
as well as a teaching staff filled with the Holy Ghost. 

If you should come to school a week late, every 
consideration will be given you to make up what time 
you may have lost in your studies. 

—Paul H. Walker 
President 





NORTHWEST BIBLE COLLEGE 


P. O. Box 509 Minot, N. Dak. 


For further information take one of these and 
mail to the above address: 
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An 


Evaluation 





of 
Prayer 


By Dewey Lemons 


“They compassed me about also with words of 
hatred; and fought against me without.a cause. For 
my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself 
unto prayer,” Psalm 109:3, 4. 


Prayer-Power of a People 









"NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLING 
OF OURSELVES TOGETHER” : 
HEB.10:25 


These words are from David, a great warrior and 
a mighty king. Called by God, David was a man 
after God’s own heart. Now in these verses of Scrip- 
ture things are not pleasant for David and circum- 
stances appear to be against him. David’s reaction to 
his situation is to give himself unto prayer. If David, 
the sweet singer of Israel and the man after God’s 
own heart, would give himself to prayer, then I am 
interested in finding out just what prayer is and 
what it can do for me. 

Through a rather small study I have encountered 
various definitions of prayer and have tried to find 
the worth of each. Let us see just what truths we 
can establish concerning prayer. 

To connect every thought with the thought of God; 
to submit every thought, wish, and resolve to Him; 
to feel His presence so that it will restrain us in our 
wildest joy—that is prayer! If we have attained any 
measure of goodness, if we have resisted temptation, 
if we have any self-command, or if we live with as- 
pirations and desires beyond the common, we should 
not hesitate to ascribe all to prayer. 

Prayer is the breathing of the regenerated soul. Now, 
just what does it mean to breathe? Our bodies 
would die if we did not breathe. In like manner our 
spiritual natures would die if we ceased to pray. 
Knowing that prayer means life to our inner being, 
we may conclude that prayer is the most essential 
function of a Christian’s life. 

Unfortunately, there are some people in our land 
who suffer from asthma. These people are not dead, 
but often their disease hinders them from taking a 
good deep breath and causes them to become physi- 
cally weak. Now if prayer is the breathing of the 
regenerated soul, then I am afraid we have many 
Christians suffering from a “spiritual asthma.” Their 
souls have become weak from a lack of God’s heav- 
enly oxygen. No doubt their spiritual lungs have not 
been filled with the breath of God’s glory in so long 
that spiritual growth has failed to develop. But I am 
so thankful that there is a remedy. If we will open 
our hearts to God in prayer and inhale the glorious 
blessings of spiritual healing, He will strengthen us, 
destroy that sin disease, and allow us to exhale great 
victorious praises to our Master Physician. 

Prayer is actually a refreshment. Christ declared 
that, “Men ought always to pray and not to faint.” 
It appears quite evident that Christ believed that 
if men would pray they would not faint. Conversely, 
if men do not pray, then will they surely faint. This 
passage also indicates that Jesus had a profound 
consciousness of the pressure and strain of life. 

If, in the history.of man, there ever was a wicked 
and perilous time in which Christians needed to be 
refreshed and uplifted, it is the day in which you and 
I are living. The makers of the world-famous bev- 
erage, Coco Cola, advertise their product with the 
slogan, “The Pause That Refreshes.” Did you know 
that God has an everlasting refreshment for His peo- 
ple? Prayer builds up and refreshes that soul that is 
tempted and tried. Prayer is the refreshment for 

(Continued on page 10) 

































onthe’ snot 


WHO OR WHAT 
HAS HAD THE MOST 
INFLUENCE ON YOUR 

LIFE FOR CHRIST? 





“I began speaking again and the light grew brighter.” 


ABOUT FOUR MONTHS after I was 
converted and baptized with the Holy Ghost, I was 
at home alone in prayer. Prior to this, the Lord had 
been dealing with me about my ministry. At this 
particular time, I was in earnest prayer about my 
call to the ministry, wanting to be sure that I knew 
the Lord’s will for my life. I had asked the Lord 
many times to let me know in some definite way. On 
one particular occasion I had become quite tired 
physically from lengthy prayer, and just as I in- 
tended to stop, there seemed to be a great light 
shining from the heavens down on the earth. This 
light resembled a beacon light, smaller at the top 
where it came from the heavens and covering a large 
territory by the time it reached the earth. Inside this 
great light was a large number of people. In the center 
of the people, was a platform on which I was stand- 
ing, preaching the gospel. (Up to this time, I had 
never preached a sermon.) As I would speak, the 
people would rejoice, many of them seemingly being 
converted. Outside of this light, in the darkness, was a 
monstrous-looking being which represented Satan. He 
reached almost to the heavens. His arms could almost 
encircle the bright light. As long as the light shone 
brightly, he was unable to disturb or harm a person 
in the light. 

It seemed as though I grew tired of preaching and 
stopped to rest, leaning my head over in my hands. 
When I did, the light began to dim. The longer I 
rested, the dimmer the light grew. When the light be- 
came dim, Satan was able to enter among the peo- 
ple, destroying some and discouraging many. I began 
speaking again and the light grew brighter. As the 
light would brighten, Satan would have to move back 
because he could not stand the heavenly light. The 
people would rejoice again and would be healed from 
the afflictions that were imposed by Satan when the 
light was dim. 

How long this thing continued before me while in 
prayer, I am unable to say because I lost track of 
time. But from this heavenly vision, I received the 
assurance and strength that as long as I continued 
in the light and walked in the Spirit, people would 
be blessed and that my ministry would have at least a 
limited success. It has been my desire since that day 
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, and there has 
never been a doubt in my mind about my being or- 
dained by God. By His help, I will continue to be 
obedient to the heavenly vision. 

—Name withheld by request. 


“The Holy Spirit has influenced my life for Christ 
more than anyone else.” 


THE HOLY SPIRIT has meant more to me 
than anyone else in this life. He has influenced my life 
for Christ more than anyone else. 

I was brought up in a church-going family and 
used to read the Bible regularly, but it was not un- 
til I had been baptized with the Holy Ghost that the 
Bible really became alive. After I received the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost the words of the Bible became 
like letters of fire. He opened my understanding so 
that the truths of God’s Word literally burned within 
my soul, and I felt the life of God surging within 
my very innermost being. 

The Holy Spirit has, time and again, come upon 
me, and I have been delivered from temptation more 
than once by the Holy Spirit moving within me and 
making intercession according to the will of God in a 
heavenly language. I appreciate God’s wonderful Holy 
Spirit. 

Praying “mothers in Israel’ have also influenced my 
life for Christ. I have pastored a number of churches, 
and it has always seemed that God would have a 
“mother in Israel” in each one of them who was able 
to understand the real spiritual needs of the church 
and be able to stand with me as the pastor in praying 
through situations that would arise from time to time. 

Praying “mothers in Israel” who know how to tra- 
vail in prayer have influenced my life more than I 
can really set down on paper. They have, by a spe- 
cial insight given them by the Lord, been able to 
sense any discouragement that was coming upon me 
through some trial or other and have been able to in- 
crease their prayers to carry me through. Although I 
was their pastor, I think that I owe it to them to give 
them the recognition they deserve because they have 
meant so much to me. —E. H. Wilson 


“That which I feel has been the greatest influence 
on my life for Christ is the early teaching of my 
parents.” 


MY HEART WELLS UP with thanks 
when I reflect on my young years under the profound 
guidance of a dear mother and father. I do not 
have words to bless their memory for my training 
in high moral standards, honesty, etc. 

That which I feel has been the greatest influence 


(Continued on page 11) 








She Mind of Wan 


By John J. Fourie 
Durban, South Africa 


and the WU of God 


“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be 


ye transformed by 
perfect, will of God,” Romans 12:1 


the renewing of your MIND, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 


“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
MIND: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of 
his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God,” 1 Peter 4:1, 2. 


thing in our lives is the will of God. In the 
above passages of Scripture we see the im- 
portance of the will of God in our lives. Throughout 
His earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus placed great stress 
upon this all important factor. “My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work” was 
His cry in John 4:34; then again in the same Gospel 
a chapter later His words are “. .. I seek not my own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” 
Even in the agony alone in the Garden he cried, ‘Let 
this cup pass, nevertheless, not my will... .” 
The great Apostle stressed this fact both to him- 
self and to the churches. In his discourse recorded 
in Acts 22, Paul recalls the words of Ananias at his 
conversion in Damascus, “ ... Brother Saul .. . the 
God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest KNOW HIS WILL.” Throughout his event- 
ful life, the will of his Lord was the predominating 
factor. He earnestly sought to do the will of God; 
he did not want to run in vain or labor in vain. His 
constant prayer and desire was that his converts and 
the churches he founded be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. 
We, too, need to be possessed with such a desire— 
a desire to know the special or private will of God 
for each of us. It is possible to please God and to 
experience day by day the proof that what we are 
doing is His will. 


Be Not Conformed 


FIRST THERE IS the negative side, “Be 
not conformed.” If we conform to this world, we can 
never do the will of God because the world is against 
God. A Christian who is perpetually engrossed in the 
changes of the world will find himself drifting further 
and further from the will of God. Our eye must be 
single if we are to remain basking in the sunshine 
of His love. There is a deception and allurement in 
the intellectual position of the world which holds an 
unanswerable appeal to the natural man. This is so 
subtle that the wrong ofttimes appears perfect. In 
the Garden the desire to quell the passionate flesh 
and the quest for the mysterious knowledge of good 
and evil appeared legitimate. There was nothing wrong 
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in the desire for learning, there was no harm in 
the actual fruit, but the will of God was: Thou shalt 
not. Yet they wanted to do what God had forbidden. 
Reason was before conscience. Conscience was 
awakened at the fall: “Who told thee thou wast 
naked?” 

It is significant that the first mind, working in- 
dependent of God, brought disaster. There is a pre- 
valent philosophy that the modern humanitarian and 
social schemes for the betterment of man are the 
will of God, but in reality they are not. Even though 
we need to aid the underprivileged nations around 
the globe, though we do well to rally forth with our 
surpluses to those in want, and though the free world 
must needs band together against tyranny; yet from 
the pages of history comes the cry, “Man who makes 
war cannot make peace!” The carpeted halls of con- 
ference rooms and summit meetings have re-echoed 
again and again as committees and general assemblies 
have given birth to one humanitarian philosophy after 
another. “Let us do this,” but only too soon the bowels 
of hope are gushed out upon the rocks of selfishness 
and depravity. 

Christian, this world has a course and it is run- 
ning it. This conforming to the world is a great 
concern. There is not only the private will of God 
that pertains to each of us as an individual but also 
the will of God for each church. We are confronted 
with a universal, fluctuant standard in Christendom, 
and there is now a tendency to conform to the 
world and its methods instead of solely dividing our- 
selves to spiritual and scriptural methods. Dare we 
deny that there are those who claim the name of 
Christ who attempt to draw the crowd through per- 
sonality and through catering to their wants rather 
than their needs. Any Christian who allows himself to 
be captivated and captured by worldly methods or 
schemes cannot know or prove the will of God; his 
view is warped. It is imperative that we stand above 
and outside the world’s platform to prove the will of 
God. We can readily see that the will of God is a 
progressive thing in any life. We are living, and God 
has a will for us each day. God may be training us 
daily for a future work. So if we are conforming to 

(Continued on page 12) 


























. 4, Biblical Pattern 


gallery for painters, a textbook for orators, a 

standard for poets, and a dictionary of quota- 
tions for everybody. Among the many users of the 
Bible, past and present, is the Christian who can 
read in the Word of God a pattern for his develop- 
ment and growth. 

The Bible is not only to be read; it is to be followed. 
Many years ago an old hunter got lost in the woods 
several times. Encouraged by his friends, he bought a 
pocket compass. Soon after his friend had explained to 
him its use, he got lost and remained in the dense 
woods as usual. When finally found, he was asked why 
he did not follow the compass. He replied, “I did not 
dare to. I wanted to go north, and I tried hard to 
make the thing point north, but it wasn’t no use; 
*twould shake, shake, shake right around and point 
southeast every time.” 

A great many Christians fail in their Christian 
growth because, like our lost friend, they are re- 
luctant to take the Bible and follow exactly as it 
points. 

No character of the Bible can illustrate the de- 
velopment of a child of God as can Jesus. He was the 
example of perfection. If we are to be well-developed 
Christians, we cannot go wrong following His pattern 
for He is the “founder and finisher” of our faith. 

St. Luke states, “And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature and in favor with God and man” (Luke 
2:52). This is one of the two references that fill the 
long interval of His mysterious seclusion at Nazareth. 
But how revealing this Scripture is of Christ, not only 
as the Son of God, but as the Son of Man. How 
profoundly it speaks of the growth of our Lord! 

Our eyes are so frequently blinded by gazing at His 
diadem of divinity that we failed to see His humanity. 
It is by the mysterious union of the divine with the 
human that we find hope of becoming perfect, for it 
is His will that every Christian “stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God” (1 Thessalonians 
4:12). 

As there were four areas in which Christ developed, 
so should the Christian grow in the same ways if he 
is to become the well-rounded person whom Christ 
needs for service in the world today. That is, he 
should develop physically, spiritually, mentally, social- 
ly. None of these areas can be neglected if per- 
fected growth is achieved. Contrary to some opinions, 
one phase does not supplant the other, but rather 
complements it. Therefore, if the Christian sphere of 
perfection is achieved, all of its components must be 


a BIBLE HAS been a quarry for sculptors, a 


for 
Christian 
Growth 


St. John 2:52 


By Mauldin Ray 
Lubbock, Texas 


included, just as the whole of anything cannot be 
without all of its parts. 

The mind of man is as divine as any other part of 
him and should be consecrated to the service of God. 
This was stated by God as the first commandment on 
the tables of stone. “And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind” (Mark 12:30). Under the new 
covenant God says, “I will put my laws in their mind, 
and write them in their hearts” (Hebrews 8:10). Thus 
God writes no longer in tables of stone as of old, 
“but in fleshly tables” of the mind and heart (2 
Corinthians 3:3). 

The Christian’s mind should be patterned after 
Jesus. “Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). His was a great mind 
in power as well as purity. Because of this, He was 
able to cope with the inconsistency and illogical 
reasoning of the religionists of His day. Pure minds 
with power are needed today to take a stand on 
Mars Hill and defend truth as much as ever. There 
the great Apostle Paul was able to hold his own with 
the vain philosphers of Athens because he patterned 
after Jesus and could say, “We have the mind of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16). 


A CHRISTIAN SHOULD look upon his body 
not as a hindrance to spiritual growth, but as an 
instrument of service. It was imperative that in the 
plan of salvation God made use of a body as a 
means for redemption. This purpose was realized by 
Jesus Himself for when He came into the world He 
said, “Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me” (Hebrews 10:5). Jesus 
must have considered His body as a wonderful struc- 
ture for He compared it to the most elaborate con- 
struction of His day, the temple. “Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Destroy this temple and in three 

, (Continued on page 14) 

















FORGIVE ME 


church. At least it is if one such as Paul is in 

charge of the congregations. There are several 
prodigiously clarifying passages in the Word that 
would never have been there if Paul had not had 
problems in the churches he founded and worked with 
during his ministry. One of the most enlightening is 
the problem of financial support of the church. This 
problem, which brought Paul to bitter tears (2 Co- 
rinthians 2:4), is still a problem in today’s church. 
Now, thank God, we can follow Paul’s examination 
and conclusion of the problem as he followed the 
Spirit of God. Standing thus on the principle of the 
Word of God, we know that we cannot err, because 
we hold fast to divine precepts and thereby are 
participants of the Lord’s richest blessings. 

Just what was the Pauline attitude of pastoral sup- 
port? The best passage in which his premise is 
stated is his defense to the Corinthian critics who 
were claiming that Paul’s only reason for preaching 
the gospel was for monetary gain. Here is a portion 
of that defense: 


g T IS ADVANTAGEOUS to have problems in the 


Aren’t we allowed to eat and drink? Are 
Barnabas and I the only ones not allowed 
to leave their ordinary work to give time to 
the ministry? Just think for a moment. Does 
any soldier ever go to war, at his own ex- 
pense? Does any man plant a vineyard and 
have no share in its fruits? Does the shepherd 
who tends the flock never taste the milk? 
This is, I know, an argument from everyday 
life, but it is a principle endorsed by the 
Law. For is it not written in the Law of 
Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when 
he treadeth out the corn?” Now does this 
imply merely God’s care for oxen, or does it 
include His care for us too? Surely we are in- 
cluded! You might even say that the words 
were written for us. For both the ploughman 
as he ploughs, and the thresher as he threshes 
should have some hope of an ultimate share 
in the harvest. 

If we have sown for you the seed of spirit- 
ual things need you be greatly perturbed be- 
cause we reap some of your material things? 
And if there are others with the right to have 
these things from you, have not we an even 
greater right? (1 Corinthians 9:4, 6-12, Phil- 
lips’ Translation). 


The rudimentary thought in this defense is all too 
often overlooked. It is simply: “I have the right to 
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THIS WRONG 


take from you material things in return for my sac- 
rifice and work for you in spiritual things.” 

Rarely, however, do we ponder this principle. We 
are too prone to rush on to Paul’s statement: “But I 
have made no use of any of these rights” (v. 15, RSV). 
It is explained clearly why he did not use his rights: 
“In order not to hinder the gospel” (v. 12), and “in 
order to undermine the claim of those who would 
like to claim that in their boasted mission they work 
on the same terms as we do” (2 Corinthians 11:12, 
RSV). Having this reason for not accepting pastoral 
help at Corinth still does not make Paul remonstrate 
nor repudiate the divinely inspired principle which he 
outlays immediately following his refusal: 


Do ye not know that they which minister 
about holy things live of the things of the 
temple? And they which wait at the altar are 
partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord 
ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel (vv. 13, 14). 


Not only is the minister given the right to live from 
the gospel, but in this verse it is ordained by the 
Lord that he should live from the gospel. Really, he 
has no choice in the matter. Paul,, of course, realized 
full well that in the case of opening a new work or 
in the case of an emergency such as this one at 
Corinth, that one could live by a trade (Paul... 
came to Corinth, and found .. . Aquila .. . with his 
wife Priscilla ... and because he was of the same 
craft, he abode with them ... for by their occupa- 
tion they were tentmakers” Acts 18:1-3), or receive 
outside financial aid (“I robbed other churches by 
accepting support from them in order to serve you” 
2 Corinthians 11:8, RSV). But it seems that the only 
interpretation of this commandment of the Lord’s, 
outside of the above situation, is that he that preach- 
es the gospel should live from the gospel. If a pastor 
has a church that is potentially capable of supporting 
him and he refrains from being a burden on them for 
any reason, he is not fully obeying the Lord. 

In verse 18 of this same passage we are studying 
(1 Corinthian 9), Paul repeats that he has the right 
to receive financial aid from his congregation: “What 
is my reward then? Verily, that when I preach the 
gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without 
charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.” 
Paul has tactfully, yet forcefully laid down his princi- 
ple in no uncertain terms: the pastor of a church 
has the right to be supported by the church. 

There is still to be considered, of course, his de- 
viation from his principle in the Corinthian case. A 
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careful study reveals that this deviation, even though 
it was carefully justified was not satisfactory to Paul 
himself. There is a very definite progression of 
thought and attitude each time it crosses his mind. 
His first mention of it is the above where he simply 
states that he did not accept their help and gives the 
reason. In a subsequent defense to the same Corin- 
thian critics he lets us in on his innermost thoughts. 
No doubt the criticism from his enemies was even 
more vehement, but rather than continue boasting of 
his financial independence from the Corinthian con- 
gregation, he asks himself a solemn question: “Did I 
commit a sin in abasing myself so that you might be 
exalted, because I preached God’s gospel without cost 
to you?” (2 Corinthians 11:8, RSV). Throughout his 
whole defense, Paul never wavers from the divine 
principle of his authority and right to be supported, 
but rather questions himself as to whether the present 
problem was reason enough to merit an exception to 
the rule. 

Of prime importance, however, is Paul’s final con- 
clusion of this matter. “For what is it wherein ye 
were inferior to other churches, except it be that I 
myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this 
wrong” (2 Corinthians 12:13). Paul’s inward struggle 
was over; the issues were faced squarely and a con- 
clusion fairly drawn: “I have not treated you fairly; 
forgive me this wrong.” 

To what conclusions can we come, then, as to the 
Pauline attitude of pastoral support? (1) That a pas- 
tor has a right to be supported by his flock if he 
work for that flock; (2) that a pastor should let him- 
self be supported by that flock if they are capable of 
so doing; and (3) that the pastor who does not ac- 
cept help from his congregation is keeping that con- 
gregation from enjoying the full panoply of God’s 
gifts and blessings and is thereby hindering, rather 
than helping his own people. It was for this last 
reason that Paul exclaimed, “Forgive me!” 


II 


HAVING THUS established that congrega- 
tional support for the pastor is the Bible plan (and 
therefore the right one), a question is naturally 
raised. How much should each member give toward his 
pastor’s support? There is no New Testament pre- 
rogative or special directive. There are many plans, 
but none of them has the scriptural authority that 
one in particular does, although it is neither com- 
manded nor demanded by the New Testament. That 
plan is tithing. 

It is happily noted that the Church of God’s position 
on tithing from its Sixth General Assembly in 1911 


until the present date has been the above.! Through 
the years, it has stood the pressure of criticism and 
has proved to be sound and thoroughly Biblical. Just 
what are the Biblical bases that the Church of God 
has to accept the tithing plan as superior to all others? 

1. Tithing is God’s plan. Any other plan at its best 
cannot be better, for it is a human plan. Man’s ideas 
can never excel God’s. We accept without question His 
plan of salvation, His plan of preaching, His plan of 
the ages. Let us accept His financial plan. A sur- 
prising and almost shocking comment on this plan 
is Paul’s in Galatians 6. Paul points out that each of 
us must carry his share of the load in the life of the 
church. He quickly explains what he means: “Let 
him who is taught the Word share all good things with 
him who teaches” (v. 6, RSV). It is clear that the 
instructed one—the member of the congregation— 
should share (Evidently in a percentage, or else all 
things would not be mentioned. Tithing was so com- 
mon and taken for granted in Paul’s day that this is 
just his way of expressing it.) with the teacher—the 
pastor. The verse that follows is not out of context, be- 
cause the verses following it still deal with the re- 
sponsibility of sharing one’s load in the church. That 
verse is the well known: “Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked. For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 

What does this verse mean, then, in the light of 
its context? Simply this: God has a plan. That plan 
is that each one should share in the financial re- 
sponsibilities of the support of the pastor of the 
church. Be not deceived. God is not mocked. He who 
thinks he can deceive God in this, or any other matter, 
is mistaken. If you sow much financially in your 
church, you will also reap much both spiritually and 
materially. Paul repeats this in his appeal to the 
Corinthian church for a love offering for the brethren 
in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 9:6). 

As an extension of this thought, let me briefly 
and prayerfully say that when Paul says, “God is not 
mocked,” we could remember that any substitution 
that we as humans may make to any plan that He 
has set up, is mockery on our part, for we are trying 
to let Him know that our plans are better than His. 
God is not mocked. 

2. Tithing is not limited to the law. Abraham and 
Jacob practiced tithing long before the Levitical law 
was given. After the law it is easy to note that the 
Lord Himself sanctioned the plan. (“ . . these 
[pay tithe] ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone” Matthew 23:23). It seems that the 
critics of the tithing plan often pay more attention 
to the “weightier matters” of this verse than they do 
to the indirect approval of the Lord to the tithing 
plan just as they pay more attention to Paul’s re- 
fusal to accept support from one church more than 
they do his general corroboration of pastoral support. 
If the Scripture is left to speak for itself, however, 
the true meaning is evident. 

3. Tithing is just. Many of man’s financial plans 
are unjust. For instance, a pledge plan is not fair. If 
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each member has pledged to give $10 a week to the 
pastor’s support, the brother who receives a very small 
salary will have a burden upon him that the brother 
who is much better off financially than he will never 
feel. Even if the less favored and more favored 
brethren make their pledges according to their ma- 
terial means, a pledge makes no allowance for a 
fluctuation in salary. If the richer brother’s salary is 
increased and the poorer brother’s.decreased but the 
pledge remains constant, for the benefit of the pastor, 
there is again unfairness in the plan. On the other 
hand, if both brethren were to give ten per cent of 
their respective salaries consistently each week to the 
Lord, both are giving the same amount in the eyes of 
the Lord. 

Paul agrees with this principle. Although he never 
mentions tithing by name (perhaps to avoid criticism 
from the Jew party in Galatia), he frequently infers 
it: 


Upon the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him ... (1 Corinthians 16:2). 

We want you to know brethren, about the 
grace of God which has been shown in the 
churches of Macedonia ... for they gave ac- 
cording to their means . . . (2 Corinthians 
8:1-3, RSV). 


Basing itself on these three reasons, the Church of 
God accepts tithing as the Bible plan and, therefore, 
recommends it to its members. The church does not 
obligate nor force its members to tithe, but as has 
always been its practice, it does encourage a study of 
the Scriptures and an obedience to them as the Spirit 
would guide into all truth. 

Many of those who cannot accept or fully comply 
with the tithe plan offer an alternative. As a scrip- 
tural basis for this alternative they often quote a 
beautiful verse of Paul’s in his classic passage on 
Christian giving: “Every man according as he pur- 
poseth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9:7). Those who cite this verse usually 
explain or infer after reading it that they have not 
purposed in their hearts to give a tithe to God. Some 
say they give more than a tithe; others say they give 
less, but that the Lord understands. 

Since we are Pentecostal people and can be com- 
pared, doctrinally, to the Corinthian church, it 
stands to reason that we can couple three earlier 
verses of this same passage on Christian giving to 
this one: 


Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in 
faith, and utterance and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye 
abound in this grace also. I speak not by com- 
mandment, but ... to prove the sincerity of 
your love. For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor ... (8:7-9). 


To him who would offer this verse as an excuse not 
to tithe, I offer the above verses as a rebuttal. We 
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are Pentecostal. We do believe in and exercise in our 
congregations the wonderful Pentecostal gifts. Let us 
not come behind in this grace also. Further and 
finally, if Jesus gave His very life for us, ten per 
cent of our financial gain is a mighty small return 
to Him, for “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me” (Matthew 25:40). 


AN EVALUATION OF PRAYER 
(Continued from page 4) 


that inward man who must drink of the water of 
life which comes from God. Listen, we need not ever 
be thirsty or weak; we need not let the cares of this 
world cause us to become weary. There is a fountain 
of living water springing up into everlasting life that 
refreshes everyone who takes time to pray. 

To stop in the midst of the hurry and temptations 
of the day for thanksgiving and praise is priceless. 
A few minutes spent alone with God will go far to 
keep us free from the anxieties and worries of this 
modern life. One hour of solitude, passed in silence 
and earnest prayer, will do more to help us effectively 
form the habit of conscious dependence upon God 
than a year’s study without that single hour of prayer! 

Prayer is an indication of the spiritual condition 
of the soul. As those who keep clocks must wind them 
daily lest the weights should run down and the 
clock stop, so must we set apart some portion of 
every day for meditation and prayer lest our hearts 
should so far descend through the weight and care of 
this world that our course in godliness should be 
hindered and stopped. When we notice that someone 
has failed to keep up his daily talk with God in 
prayer, we may rest assured that he is slowly but 
surely sinking into a mire of cold indifference. 


PRAYER IS THE ACT of addressing sup- 
plication and the offering up of adoration to the 
Supreme Being. Now I am especially interested in 
two phases of that statement. First, I wish to dwell 
on the implications of the word act, and second, our 
adoration to God. 

The word act suggests a performance. I like to 
think of prayer as an act or performance. In acting 
out a part in a play, the person performs the part. 
If the performance is well done, there is usually some 
reward for the performer. If we, as David, give our- 
selves to prayer, then we have touched the throne of 
grace and our reward will be a marvelous performance 
of action from God. 

Well-performed prayers have divided seas, rolled up 
flowing rivers, made flinty rocks gush into foun- 
tains, quenched flames of fire, muzzled lions, disarmed 
vipers and poisons, marshaled the stars against the 
wicked, stopped the course of the moon, arrested the 
sun in its rapid race, burst open iron gates, recalled 
souls from eternity, conquered the strongest devils, 
and commanded legions of angels down from heaven. 
Prayer has bridled and chained the raging passions 














of man and routed and destroyed vast armies of 
proud, daring, blustering atheists. Prayer has brought 
one man from the bottom of the sea and brought 
another to heaven in a chariot of fire. My! What 
has prayer not done? I tell you, when we perform our 
prayer in such a way that it becomes the attitude of 
the soul and the real action of our subconscious mind, 
possibilities of life begin to open that have never 
opened before, simply because prayer moves the arm 
that rules the universe. 

Now on to the word adoration. I contend that the 
old idea of prayer must be corrected. It is not always 
asking for something from God. That is only a part 
of prayer. Prayer is more than asking; in its wider 
sense, it is really communion with God and is per- 
fectly natural for a Christian. Suppose a child has no 
request to make of his father; does he, therefore, 
refrain from talking with him? Surely not! And if it 
were possible that we had no request to make of God, 
we would still love to talk with Him. Prayer is our 
confession, praise, petition, communion, fellowship, 
and companionship with and adoration to God. 

Have you ever noticed that by talking with a per- 
son we become acquainted with him? And the better 
acquainted we become with someone, the more apt 
we are to act as they do. I have even heard such 
statements as this: “You have been around John Doe 
so much that you are beginning to look like him.” 
This is so true in our Christian life! Prayer is our 
means of communicating with God and becoming ac- 
quainted with Him. The Christian who walks and talks 
with God continually will have deeds and actions 
that are godly. And he will have such a countenance 
that the glory of God will shine brightly in his every 
day life. 

I am reminded of a precious old song entitled, 
“The Royal Telephone.” Some of the words tell this 
story: 

Central’s never “busy,” Always on the line, 
You may hear from heaven, Almost any time; 
*Tis a royal service, Free for one and all, 
When you get in trouble, Give this royal line 

a call. 
Telephone to glory, O what joy divine! 
I can feel the current, Moving on the line, 
Built by God the Father, For His loved and own, 

We may talk to Jesus, Through this royal 

telephone. 

The Bell Telephone Company has a saying that 
goes like this: “It means so much to keep in touch.” 
God, in His mercy and infinite wisdom, has given us 
a means of keeping in touch with Him. That means 
is the royal telephone, and prayer is that royal 
telephone. And oh! what a pleasant privilege is ours 
to take the receiver off the hook, dial heaven, com- 
mune with Christ, our Saviour, and feel the sweet 
blessings of God flood our souls because we have had 
a little talk with our heavenly Father. 

I am persuaded to believe that there can be no 
infallible rule by which to receive an answer to prayer 
other than this: that prayer must be the intense, sin- 
cere desire of the heart and the longing attitude 
of the soul. The important thing is not the arithmetic 


of our prayers, how many they be; nor the rhetoric of 
our prayers, how eloquent they be; nor the geometry 
of our prayers, how long they be; nor the music of our 
prayers, how sweet our voice may be; nor the logic of 
our prayers, how argumentative they may be; nor 
the method of our prayers, how orderly they may be; 
nor even the religion of our prayers, how good the 
doctrine may be; but it is the fervency of Spirit that 
is the life of it! The Scriptures, in James 5:16, states 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” 

This recalls to my memory a story I once heard. 
A man was riding along on his horse. Hearing a soft, 
small voice, he stopped his horse to listen carefully. 
He detected that the voice was repeating the alphabet. 
He began looking around him and over behind a bush 
was a little boy on his knees saying, “A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, 
Y, Z.” When the boy had finished he began again, 
and over and over he repeated the alphabet. Going 
over to where the little boy was, the man asked, “Son, 
what are you doing?” 

The little boy answered, “I’m praying.” 

“Praying!” exclaimed the man; “Why, what do you 
mean, you are praying?” 

“Well, sir, I just don’t know how to pray,” said the 
little boy, “but I’m sending these letters up to God 
and He knows just how to fix them into words that 
will say just exactly the right thing.” 

Now if you and I pray with this same sincerity, we 
shall always find results. : 

There are three great results that invariably fol- 
low prayer. First, God hears and answers. Second, we 
are drawn nearer to Him and made a part of His 
great workings. Third, there comes a sweet peace to 
the heart and life because we feel the sureness of 
God’s love and power. Yes, prayer always brings these 
results. 


When my poor finite mind begins to try to realize 
the power and goodness of prayer, my heart begins to 
rejoice and repeat these beautiful words: 


Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care; 

And bids me at my Father’s throne, 

Make all my wants and wishes known; 

In seasons of distress and grief, 

My soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare 

By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 


ON THE SPOT 
(Continued from page 5) 
on my life for Christ is the early teaching of my 
parents. They were very honest and straightforward. 
They not only taught us, but they saw to it that we 
obeyed their rules. To the best of their knowledge, 
they taught us about Christ. However, it was not until 
I was about thirteen years of age that the good news 
of Pentecost and the Church of God reached us. We 
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accepted it. It was what we needed to help us at- 
tain to the high standard of living in Christ and good 
citizenship for which my mother and father were 
striving all the time. 

I dare not say that I have been in God’s perfect 
will at all times. For the most part, I feel very un- 
worthy of His wonderful blessings to me. But because 
of the early training of my careful and loving par- 
ents, it has been my utmost desire to go forward for 
Christ and live up to the teaching of God’s Holy Word. 

—Irene Wales 


“The persons who have had the greatest influence 
on my life have been my parents.” 


IN THE FACE of great influence from 
past Sunday School teachers and ministers, and ex- 
periences of indelible impressions, I must say that 
the persons who have had the greatest influence on 
my life for Christ have been my parents. Dad and 
Mother, early in life, gave us to Christ. Then they 
taught us by their daily life that Christ was real, 
that He understood every problem, and that He would 
supply all needs. We never had to call for a physician. 
They always seemed to know that Christ was present, 
and all they had to do was talk to Him and every- 
thing would be all right. If there was a problem 
or decision to be made, they always talked it over 
with Christ. I have watched Dad and Mother in the 
raising of their children, in success and adversity and 
through joy and sorrow. They have lived this life 
with fulness, yet with hope for eternity in Christ 
as real as the sun that shines. What greater pattern 
for life here and in the life to come could a boy find? 

—B. E. Ellis 


“My oldest brother’s life for Christ was and is the 
greatest influence on my life for Christ.” 


At the age of 16, I was an unconverted member of 
a nominal church, ready to be confirmed in that faith. 
Thus far in life I had never entertained any real 
serious thoughts about where I would spend eternity. 
Already self-righteousness had a firm grip on my soul. 

Being very self-willed, I was insisting, against my 
parents’ wishes, upon attending a public dance on July 
4. In the afternoon of July 3, while riding horseback 
at a full gallop, the horse stumbled and I sailed 
through the air, landed on my right side and broke 
my collarbone. Sobering, serious thoughts began to 
gain entrance to my mind then. That accident could 
so easily have taken my life, and then where would 
I have been? 

It was two years later before I found the Lord as 
my Saviour in the Church of God at Lemmon. My 
older brother was genuinely converted the year be- 
fore, and although he entered his eternal rest twelve 
years ago, his life for Christ was and is the greatest 
influence on my own life for Christ. 

—Ruby Beckman 
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“This thought—to accomplish the will of God— 
has had the greatest influence on my life for Christ.” 


SINCE I WAS a boy, my supreme am- 
bition in life has been to accomplish the will of God 
in my life, so that I may stand unashamed in His 
presence at His coming. And if He should delay His 
coming until my old age calls a halt to opportunities 
for active service, the knowledge of having lived in 
His will and not mine would leave no room for re- 
morse and regret. This thought, I am sure, has had 
the greatest influence on my life for Christ. 

A study of the faith of Abraham, the devotion of 
David, the “love-constrained” driving power of Paul, 
and the beautiful life perspective of Jesus, coupled, of 
course, with the warp and weave of the entire Word, 
has helped me to come up with this simple formula: 

Sincerely do your best, each time, for God—and leave 
the rest, each time, with God. —Bill Brown 


THE MIND OF MAN AND THE WILL OF GOD 
(Continued from page 6) 


this world we are conforming to a power that hates 
Christ. By so doing, we drift from what God has 
planned for us. This is true also in church activity 
where it is of paramount importance to be on guard 
against metheds that would cause us to conform to 
this world The thin edge of the wedge is the im- 
portant end. We cannot change the world; the prince 
and god of this world is Satan, and the world’s bed 
is destruction Our constant desire must be that of a 
transformed desire, one where Christ is our all in all. 
We come now to the positive side. 


Be Transformed 


BE YE TRANSFORMED by the renewing 
of your mind.” Transform is a transitive verb mean- 
ing to change the form. A transitive verb is one in 
which the action passes from the doer to the re- 
ceiver. Here the doer is God, the receiver is the in- 
dividual, and the part worked on is the MIND. The 
mind has to know the will of God before the body 
can do it. We must choose to be changed to God’s 
form rather than the world’s form. This is the prac- 
tical position. The will of God is not something for 
a few, nor is it something impossible. If we are pre- 
pared to be transformed we shall indeed prove what 
is the good and acceptable will of God. This trans- 
forming is by the renewing of the mind, and because 
of this, it is here that Satan always makes his initial 
onslaught. “In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the MINDS of them which believe not .. .” 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). The Apostle uses the same 
word in 2 Corinthians 10:5 where it is translated as 
“thought,” “Bringing into captivity every thought.” 
Here in the working-mind or thought is where the 
Christian must be strong, for an intellectual sin is 
by far worse to deal with. Our Lord bore down upon 
this truth in His discourse of Matthew 21:31, 32 and 
Matthew 23:13-15. 

The carnal, fleshly mind can never be changed; it 




















always tends away from the will of God. Its first 
workings in innocence was for sin and disobedience. 
It is the mind that settles the walk and purpose in 
life; it supersedes the will. “ . . . Henceforth walk 
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 
minds, having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
hearts” (Ephesians 4:17, 18). Thoughts are blinded by 
Satan and the intellect working on these perverted 
thoughts can only fulfill the desire of the flesh; the 
mind and the inclination is against submission to 
God. “ ... Do these also resist the truth: men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith” (2 
Timothy 3:8). You see, this is how the mind works. 
The order of procedure is first thoughts; then these 
thoughts are worked on by reason and volition; then 
the desire gives way to action. There is no altering 
of the carnal mind; the first steps may be taken in 
innocence, but with the blinding of the thoughts by 
Satan the last steps are always in open disobedience. 


The necessity of a renewed mind, then, is clearly 
seen. It is imperative that we have a renewing 
that starts off with the thoughts and then 
goes on through the intellect to arrive at the will. 
Instead of Satan blinding the mind, we have God 
transforming it so that instead of following the carnal 
mind we have the mind of Christ. “For who (the 
Spiritual) hath known the mind of the Lord? ... we 
have the mind of Christ’? (1 Corinthians 2:16). 


Here again we can see how in the realm of thought 
we are subject to influence. Let us follow a parallel 
course to the carnal mind. The Apostle implores us to 
cast down imaginations and to bring every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Corin- 
thians 10:5). It was in the thought realm that Satan 
first attacked man, and God seeks to influence us 
in thought. Thoughts are very hard to deal with and 
it requires spiritual weapons to bring them into cap- 
tivity. “(For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations ... and 
bringing into captivity every thought” (2 Corinthians 
10:4, 5). 

I do not think we have fully recognized the im- 
portance of thoughts on our lives. A man can think 
on hate until he murders; he can indulge in impure 
thoughts until he is impure. The Psalmist said, “I 
hate vain thoughts.” Out of the heart of man proceed 
evil thoughts. It is true that the make-up of man, 
not just his brain, regulates his thoughts. Just as 
character regulates thought, so also the thoughts we 
indulge in regulate our character. But it mainly mat- 
ters what thought we indulge in. Thank God He has 
given us a sound mind and we should desire like the 
Psalmist to esteem the precepts of God in all things 
and hate every false way (Psalm 119:128). A sound 
mind hates vain thoughts. We generally think that 
only actions need forgiveness, but thoughts can be 
sinful and they start evil actions. 

Casting down imaginations, bringing into captivity 
every thought! Who captures our thoughts? Satan 


or Christ? Let us load up our thoughts with the Word 
of God, think in obedience to God, and let the Word of 
Christ dwell in us richly. The reason why so many 
Christians are constantly contending with the petty 
wiles of the enemy is that their minds are void of 
the Word of God. Many people have little defense; 
and with weak resistance, minor things tend to be- 
come magnified. God created us, not as puppets, but 
as intellectual beings with volition, beings with minds 
capable of spiritual development. How much do we 
know of spiritual understanding in contrast to 
natural understanding? 

Transformed by the renewing of the mind; this 
is what God would do for us. However, this cannot be 
done until there is a yielding of the mind and will. 
Action follows and is regulated by the will. Thus the 
great part of the will of God in our lives is, in 
reality, our will—what we are prepared to know, what 
we are prepared to give up, what we are prepared to 
do. God does not force us along any line. As we yield, 
He leads. 


Thousands of people would die before they would 
deny their Saviour, but they are not sacrificing or 
doing much for the Lord. It is not a dying but a 
living sacrifice that brings the most glory. A living 
sacrifice, not a taking of my life but a presenting 
of my life, my body in a constant, day-by-day walk. 


We see that the carnal minds start off with 
thoughts blinded by Satan and finishes walking in the 
vanity of their contempt, walking and living under 
the power of Satan, who is the god of this world, 
and conforming all the time to Satan. The Christian, 
though, starts with thoughts brought into captivity to 
Christ and finishes with having the mind of Christ 
and doing the will of God. Christ living through us! 
Peter tells us to arm ourselves with the same mind 
so that, as Christ, we should not live for the flesh 
and its lusts but to the will of God (1 Peter 4:1, 2). We 
know that Christ did the will of God perfectly; He 
never failed in any one point either in His personal 
position or in His relation to others. This was not 
always easy, and it is apparent that ofttimes there 
was quite a struggle from forces without. But today 
we can still hear the echo of “Get thee behind me, 
Satan” and “Not my will, but thine.” The Apostle 
tells us to arm ourselves. One does not put on armor 
to go to bed but to battle, and the will of God is 
always fighting, casting down, bringing into cap- 
tivity; arm yourselves, fortify yourselves with this 
mind. In doing the will of God there is no sin. 


What, then, is the mind of Christ? He had one 
purpose and, whatever came, he still pursued that 
purpose; he never changed his mind. When he was 
transfigured he could no doubt have returned to 
heaven then, but he would have had to change his 
mind and purpose. His face was set to go to Jerusalem 
and he chose the suffering instead of immediate glory. 
In temptation he suffered, and chose to speak the 
Word of God rather than to comply with the lusts 
of the flesh. Not my will, but thine.” He knew no 
deviation but bent everything to that purpose. Pur- 
pose needs the will-mind to drive it, and it goes on 
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whether we feel like it or not. Some will give if others 
will give; some will work if others are doing. Purpose 
goes on whether we, the flesh, approve or not. 

Is our Christian experience constant? What is our 
purpose? “Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). Let it be! We can 
if we will. Let us arm ourselves with His mind. We 
are responsible for what we allow in our minds, and 
if we do not have victory in the mind we will not 
have victory anywhere else. “A double minded 
man is unstable in all his ways’ (James 1:8). “Purify 
your hearts ye double minded” (James 4:8). Purifica- 
tion must be done at the source; if the source is 
contaminated, the whole stream is impure. Hence the 
importance of our thoughts. Here we have a chance 
for victory, and if we are fortified with the mind of 
Christ, invariably we shall see the victory in every 
situation. We will lean not to the lusts of men but to 
the will of God. 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, Looking to Jesus .. . lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds” (Hebrews 12:1-3). Weariness 
and faintness, as well as failure, start in the mind. 
If we are in a hard place and things are going badly, 
we should not be ready to give up, but consider Him 
that endured and did the will of God to the end. 
Sometimes it is at the last phase that the greatest 
victory and blessing is about to come. Present your 
entire body and mind to God; it is your reasonable 
service! 


THE BIBLICAL PATTERN FOR CHRISTIAN 
GROWTH 
(Continued from page 7) 


days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty 
and six years was this temple in building, and wilt 
thou rear it up in three days? But He spake of the 
temple of His body” (John 2:19-21). The body of a 
Christian then, is also a temple, bought by the death 
of Jesus Christ and dedicated to His service. “What? 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a 
price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). 
For this reason, care should be exercised for the good 
of the body since it is the abode of the Holy Spirit. 
“If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are” (1 Corinthians 3:17). When we realize the 
value of our bodies and submit them to the glory of 
God we can say with David, “I will praise thee; for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are 
thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well” 
(Psalm 139:14). 

Man is more than a creation of body and mind; 
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he is a spirit. Consequently, to be a well-developed 
person, care must be given to spiritual development. 
Christ will help us in our spiritual growth, but he 
cannot do it all alone, for He wills to leave much of it 
to us. The story is told of a plot of ground which lay 
untilled for several seasons. Briars and brambles, and 
thistles and thorns grew profusely as could be ex- 
pected until an industrious farmer took interest in 
this long neglected plot. With much skill and hard 
work he transformed the ground into a productive 
garden. When his pastor visited him he said, “My 
friend, that is an excellent garden you and the Lord 
own there.” The farmer raised from his industrious 
toil and replied, “Yes it is, but you should have seen 
it when the Lord had it by himself.” 


The fourth phase of a Christian’s development is 
to grow socially. Christ grew in favor with man as 
well as God. That is, He was socially acceptable. His 
first public appearance was at a social affair, the 
wedding at Canaan of Galilee. There His influence was 
felt in a memorable way by turning the water into 
wine. He made no sacrifice of principle in order to 
be acceptable socially, but by being acceptable social- 
ly He was able to promote His divine truths. This 
social life was not without criticism from His genera- 
tion. In contrast to John the Baptist, a social recluse, 
Jesus came eating and drinking and they said, “Be- 
hold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners” (Matthew 11:19). Of John 
they said, “He hath a devil” (Matthew 11:18). 

If a Christian develops himself in all the areas of 
growth, he must constantly work to that end. Ma- 
turity cannot be reached overnight. It took thirty 
years for Christ to develop as the Son of God; we 
cannot expect to achieve the state of maturity in a 
short time. It is a goal worth working for. To be 
mentally capable, physically fit, spiritually sensitive, 
and socially developed should be the desire and goal 
of every Christian. 








When the aged emperor of Austria-Hungary died, 
during World War I, his body was carried to the 
gates of the Church of the Capuchins in Vienna. 
When the bearers knicked on the door of the church, 
a voice came, “Who is there?” They replied, “His 
Serene Majesty, the Emperor of Austria.” Back came 
a terrible voice, “We know him not. Who is there?” 
They tried again, “The Apostolic King of Hungary.” 
And again the forbidding voice, “We know him not. 
Who is there?” This time they said, “Our brother 
Francis Joseph, a sinner.” The gates swung open, and 
Francis Joseph, sinner, was reverently laid to rest 
among his fathers—Frank S. Mead in Tarbell’s 
Teachers’ Guide (Felming H. Revell Company). 


In the years when the Koreans writhed under the 
heel of Japanese occupation, a Methodist pastor said 
to a missionary, “There must be something wrong 
with our church. There are thirty-seven Presbyterians 
in jail and only one Methodist. I fear the Lord does 
not count us worthy of suffering persecution.”—Frank 
S. Mead in Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide (Fleming H. 
Revell Company). 
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By CLYNE W. BUXTON, Birmingham, Alabama 


Y.P.E. EMPHASIS WEEK 


Memory Verse: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt 
say I have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). 


Monday, November 10 
Give to Christ 
Scripture, Matthew 10:5-8 

Giving to Jesus includes giving our 
talents, our time, our money, and 
our substance. Suppose the little 
lad had refused to give his lunch. 
He would have spent a lifetime 
regretting it, thousands would have 
gone hungry, and he would not have 
become the most famous boy in his- 
tory. And, mind you, all he did was 
to give Christ his small lunch. We 
ought to give to Jesus. 

Pray that God will guide and 
inspire the Y.P.E. program commit- 
tees throughout the Church of God. 


Tuesday, November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
Scripture, Isaiah 2:2-5 

For years we celebrated this date 
as Armistice Day, for it was on this 
date that World War I was ended. 
Recently, this holiday has been 
named Veteran’s Day, honoring 
all our war veterans, living and 
dead. Many men have given their 
lives in battle that we today might 
live in FREE America. There may 
be other wars. However, some day 
Christ, the Prince of Peace will 
reign as King of the earth. Then war 
shall not be studied. Peace and 
righteousness shall reign. 

Pray for God’s presence and en- 
couragement to those on Y.P-E. 
programs this week. 


Wednesday, November 12 
Witnessing for Christ 
Scripture, Ezekiel 3:17-21 


A woman stated “I had a real ex- 
perience with God, and I did noth- 
ing about it, so it died.” The Apostle 
Paul’s zeal did not die. Listen to 
him: “That I have great heaviness 
and continual sorrow in my heart. 
For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsman, according to the 
flesh” (Romans 9:2, 3). Have you 
witnessed for the Lord lately? Why 
not single out someone to whom 
you can witness today? 

Pray for God’s guidance in your 
witnessing. Too, pray for the Y.P.E. 
officials of your local church. 


Thursday, November 13 
See Jesus Today 
Scripture, Mark 10:46-52 


In Christ’s day as a group of Gre- 
cian men approached the Lord, 
Philip questioned them. The men 
told Philip flatly, “Sirs, we would 
see Jesus.” Men today can see Je- 
sus in the Bible, a song, a prayer, 
meditation, or in nature. A layman 
dropped a note on the pulpit which 
read, “Sirs, we would see Jesus.” 
The pastor took the hint, began 
preaching more of the Bible and 
of Jesus. Later the pastor found this 
note, “And they were glad when 
they saw Him.” How long has it 
been since you have “seen” the 
Lord? 


After you have “seen” the Lord 
afresh, ask His anointing upon your 
pastor as he oversees your Y.P.E. 


Friday, November 14 
Men Must Find God 
Scripture, St. John 3:1-13 

To have Christ is to have life. Then 
let us rejoice today that we know 
Him. Many, however, don’t know 
Him. The Christ who saved in the 
first century, saves today. A drunk- 
ard spent his life mocking the 
church, cursing, and drinking. Hav- 
ing contacted an incurable dis- 
ease, his doctor announced that he 
would soon die. This dying drunk- 
ard turned to Christ, who gloriously 
saved him. He died rejoicing in this 
newfound Friend. Jesus can save 
your neighbor, your relative, those 
in your own household. Have you 
asked Him recently to do so? 

Pray for God’s guidance for your 
national, assistant national, state, 
and district Y.P.E. directors. 


Saturday, November 15 
Following Afar Off 
Scripture, St. Luke, 22:54-62 


Among Christ’s disciples were the 
“inner three”; namely, Peter, James, 
and John, who, on several occa- 
sions, were the only disciples with 
the Lord. Peter, however, began to 
“follow afar off.” One theologian 
lists the following as steps in his 
fall: (1) Conceit (Matthew 26:33), 
(2) Ease (Matthew 26:58), (3) 


Rashness (St. John 18:10, ii), 4) 
Following afar off (Matthew 26: 
58), (5) Evil associations (St. John 
18:18), (6) Open denial (St. John 
18:25), (7) Blasphemy (Mark 14: 
70, 71). We too can fall unless we 
stay close to Him. é 
Sunday School Emphasis Week 
Pray for those who prepare the 
“Pilot,” our youth program manual. 











Pray for my brother-in-law and 
his girl to be savéd and for her 
to be healed of leukemia. 

—Mrs. Frances Briley 
Anaheim, Calif. 


Pray for a loved one who is 
suffering severe pain, a sister-in- 
law who is mentally ill, and also 
for me. I have nervous tension 
which hinders me in my church 
work. —Cecil Johnson 

Miami, Florida 

Pray that I will be an overcomer 
and that the Lord will heal my 
body. —Mrs. C. L. Sanitt 

Gloverville, S. C. 


Pray that the Lord will help me 
to get a good job. 

—Maria Brewer 

Nashville, Tenn. 


Pray for my little grandson to 


be healed. 

—Mrs. A. L. McKeller 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
Pray for my niece who has just 
received the Holy Ghost. Pray that 
her husband will be saved and get 
willing for her to go to church. 
Pray for my brother-in-law to be 
saved. Also pray for the complete 

healing of my body. 


—Ruth Lyles 

Albany, Ga. 

Pray for a special unspoken re- 
quest. —A Christian worker 
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STATE OVERSEERS—1958-’60 


ALABAMA 

D. A. Biggs 

Box 3826, Fairview Station 

Birmingham 8, Alabama 

Phone: HAmilton 5-1681 or 5-9643 
ARIZONA 

David L. Lemons 

4542 East Garfield St. 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Phone: BRidge 5-1929 
ARKANSAS 

Brady Dennis 

213 South Valmar Ave. 

Box 1187 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Phone: MOhawk 6-1249 
CALIFORNIA-NEVADA 

L. W. McIntyre 

3108 North First St. 

Fresno 3, California 

Phone: BAldwin 9-9771 

Box 3071 
COLORADO-UTAH 

James R. Ray 

233 East Maple St. 

Box 2565 

Denver 1, Colorado 

Phone: SPruce 7-1871 
FLORIDA 

Houston R. Morehead 

5606 Nebraska Ave. 

Tampa 4, Florida 

Phone: 3-6519 
GEORGIA 

W. E. Johnson 

Box 428 

Doraville, Georgia 

Phone: GLendale 7-7284 
IDAHO 

A. G. Thompson 

1928 - 15th Ave. 

Box 582 

Lewiston, Idaho 

Phone: 3-4933 
ILLINOIS 

H. T. Statum 

22 North Highland Place 

Box 356 

Mt, Vernon, Illinois 

Phone: 1659 
INDIANA 

Luther E. Painter 

6038 North Olney 

Box 55287 

Indianapolis 6, Indiana 

Phone: CLifford 5-9250 


IOWA 
Grady L. Waters 
503 West South St. 
Box 147 
Jefferson, Iowa 
Phone: EVergreen 6-2725 
KANSAS 
Charles E. Tilley 
509 Charlotte St. 
Box 253 
Independence, Kansas 
Phone: 2558 


KENTUCKY 
T. A. Perkins 
404 Chinoe Road 
Box 448 
Lexington, Kentucky 
Phone: 4-3568 
LOUISIANA 
J. H. Walker 
Box 1271 
Monroe, Louisiana 
Phone: 3-0302 


MARYLAND-DELAWARE-D.C. 
Ray H. Hughes 


Box 68 
Ellicott City, Maryland 
Phone: ATlas 6-2209 Clarksville 
MICHIGAN-CENTRAL CANADA 
Floyd Timmerman 
312 Ottawa Drive 
Box 718 
Pontiac, Michigan 
Phone: FEderal 4-6678 
(Provincial Office) 
346 Manitoba St. 
Box 743 
London, Ontario, Canada 
Phone: GL 5-1103 
MISSISSIPPI 
Wade H. Horton 
1636 First Ave. 
Box 9425, Bratton Station 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Phone: 3-7643 
MISSOURI 
W. Paul Stallings 
Box 666 
Flat River, Missouri 
Phone: GEneva 1-3021 
MONTANA 
A. S. Yorkman 
103 - 4th, N. E. 
Box 747 
Harlowton, Montana 
Phone: 352 
NEBRASKA 
Ray T. Hill 
1260 S. 22nd St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Phone: 2-3523 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
George W. Ayers 
606 Ocean Ave. 
Box 957 
Portland, Maine 
Phone: SPruce 3-8538 
NEW JERSEY 
Henry C. Stoppe 
48 Elliott Place 
East Orange, New Jersey 
Phone: ORange 4-0437 
NEW MEXICO 
D. G, Homner 
10015 Menual Blvd., N. E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Phone: AX 9-0893 
NEW YORK 
C. E. Yates 
20 - 5th St. 
Glens Falls, New York 
Phone: 2-1559 
NORTH CAROLINA 
John L. Byrd 
Drawer 10094 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Phone: EXpress 9-7695 or 9-7718 
NORTH DAKOTA-SOUTH DAKOTA 
Paul H. Walker 
1718 Valker Road 
Box 124 
Minot, North Dakota 
Phone: 5-3260 
OHIO 
D. C. Boatwright 
1014 Frebis Ave. 
Columbus 6, Ohio 
Phone: Hickory 3-4625 
OKLAHOMA 
G. W. Hodges 
Box 418 
Chandler, Oklahoma 
Phone: 132 


PENNSYLVANIA 
George D. Lemons 
Edgewood Grove 
Somerset, Pennsylvania 
Phone: 6144 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
B. E. Ellis 
Box 1857 
Greenville, South Carolina 
Phone: CE 3-0721 
TENNESSEE 
W. C. Byrd 
835 Trunk St., N.E. 
Box 391 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
Phone: GReenwood 6-5539 


TEXAS, NORTHWESTERN 

C. W. Collins 

811 N. Main St. 

Box 221 

Weatherford, Texas 

Phone: Lyric 4-4182 
TEXAS, SOUTHEASTERN 

P. H. McCarn 

426 East 9th St. 

Tyler, Texas 

Phone: LY 2-0974 
VIRGINIA 

J. D. Bright 

Box 5125 

Roanoke, Virginia 

Phone: Salem DU 9-4966 
WASHINGTON-OREGON 

Estel D. Moore 

616 South 10th Ave. 

Box 1513 

Yakima, Washington 

Phone: GL 2-9683 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Ralph E. Williams 

414 N. Kanawha St. 

Box 590 

Beckley, West Virginia 

Phone: CLifford 3-7912 
WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA 

W. J. Brown 

1001 Holub St. 

Box 761 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Phone: 8-5148 
WYOMING 

C. W. Batson 

2201 East 17th St. 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Phone: 2-5642 
WESTERN CANADA 

D. L. Lindsay 

Drawer 1480 

Estevan, Sask., Canada 

Phone: 839-12 
COLORED CHURCHES 

J. T. Roberts 

228 W. 18th St. 

Box 1464 

Jacksonville, Florida 

Phone: ELgin 3-6216 or 5-6249 
EASTERN SPANISH WORK, U.S.A. 

Antonio Collazo 

1358 Morrison Ave, (Temporary 

address) 

Bronx, New York 

Phone: 
be oat] SPANISH WORK, U.S.A. 

essie D. Hargrave 

5142 West Commerce 

San Antonio, Texas 

Phone: GE 2-7843 


oy 





